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The authenticity of visual art has always commanded the attention of experts, dealers, collectors, and the art-
minded public. Is it "real" or "original" is a way of asking what am I buying? What do I own? What am I
looking at? And today more sophisticated questions are being asked: How is authenticity determined and
what weight does this determination have in court? This book of essays proposes to answer those questions.

Three lines of inquiry are basic to determining authenticity: a connoisseur's evaluation, historical
documentation or provenance, and scientific testing. A connoisseur is an expert who evaluates the
"rightness" of a work based on much careful scrutiny of many works by an artist and familiarity with that
artist's usual manner of working with materials. In determining provenance, a researcher traces the physical
object from the artist through a chain of ownership to the present owner--simple enough in concept, though it
assumes that the documentation is not faked or inaccurate. The goal is to ensure that the object is the same
one that left the artist's hand. Scientific testing, although sometimes useful, is often longer on promise than
result. Dating paint or wood samples, for instance, can show that a painting was made in Rembrandt's
lifetime, but it cannot prove that it is by Rembrandt's hand. If expert opinion is divided, and large sums of
money are involved, a dispute over authenticity may end up in a court of law, where evaluation of expert
opinion evidence can be problematic.

The essays in this book clarify the nature of the methods outlined above and explain, based on case law, the
present status of authentication issues in court. Contributors include experts from Christie's, London;
Sotheby's, New York; and the former director of the Frick Collection; as well as leading art historians and art
dealers; an art conservator; a forensic graphologist; a philanthropist and collector; and a specialist in French
art law. Their collective knowledge on issues of authenticity will be invaluable for anyone interested in the
world of visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

Typically the book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts
will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Expert
versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Angel Jones:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and
False Attributions in the Visual Arts it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Edith Manning:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts can be
your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Helen Widner:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes
and False Attributions in the Visual Arts. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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