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In this pioneering book, Christopher Whitehead provides an overview and critique of art interpretation
practices in museums and galleries. Covering the philosophy and sociology of art, traditions in art history
and art display, the psychology of the aesthetic experience and ideas about learning and communication,
Whitehead advances major theoretical frameworks for understanding interpretation from curators’ and
visitors’ perspectives. Although not a manual, the book is deeply practical. It presents extensively researched
European and North American case studies involving interviews with professionals engaged in significant
cutting-edge interpretation projects. Finally, it sets out the ethical and political responsibilities of institutions
and professionals engaged in art interpretation.

Exploring the theoretical and practical dimensions of art interpretation in accessible language, this book
covers:

The construction of art by museums and galleries, in the form of collections, displays, exhibition and●

discourse;
The historical and political dimensions of art interpretation;●

The functioning of narrative, categories and chronologies in art displays;●

Practices, discourses and problems surrounding the interpretation of historical and contemporary art;●

Visitor experiences and questions of authorship and accessibility;●

The role of exhibition texts, new interpretive technologies and live interpretation in art museum and gallery●

contexts.

Thoroughly researched with immediately practical applications, Interpreting Art in Museums and Galleries
will inform the practices of art curators and those studying the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Interpreting Art in Museums and
Galleries book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lisa Knight:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Interpreting Art in Museums and
Galleries can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Patricia Koop:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Interpreting Art in Museums and Galleries can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Gina Reiter:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Interpreting Art in Museums and Galleries
can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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