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While surrounded by the Axis powers in World War II, Switzerland remained democratic and, unlike most
of Europe, never succumbed to the siren songs and threats of the Nazi goliath.

This book tells the story with emphasis on two voices rarely heard. One voice is that of scores of Swiss who
lived in those dark years, told through oral history. They mobilized to defend the country, labored on the
farms, and helped refugees. The other voice is that of Nazi Intelligence, those who spied on the Swiss and
planned subversion and invasion. Exhaustive documents from the German military archives reveals a
chilling rendition of attack plans which would be dissuaded in part by Switzerland's armed populace and
Alpine defenses.

Laced with unique maps and photos, the book is organized into four units. The first, A War of Words and
Nerves, depicts how the Swiss mobilized an active "spiritual defense" of their country. Chapters describe
jokes and slurs the Swiss devised to characterize the "Nazi pigs," the use of the press and cabaret as weapons
against totalitarianism, and the role of Swiss newsreels in building the spirit of resistance. German prewar
subversion plans are also revealed.

The second unit, To Resist to the Death, concerns military preparations. Swiss soldiers recall an epoch when
every day could have been "the day" when all hell would break lose and they would meet the enemy.
Blitzkrieg plans against Switzerland devised by the German Wehrmacht in 1940 are described in detail.
Switzerland was an armed camp with countless fortifications, against which the Axis could have attempted
access with extreme costs in blood. In Switzerland, Jews -- like all other citizens -- were in arms, and Jewish
officers served in the highest levels of the Swiss army.

Struggle for Survival: Food, Fuel and Fear, the third unit, presents oral histories of daily life during the war
with its shortages, alarms, and rumors. The role of women in the military and the economy are probed. A
chapter on the refugee crisis investigates whether Swiss officials played a role in Germany's adoption of the
"J" stamp on Jewish passports, how Switzerland became a lifeboat for refugees, and how asylum policies
were liberalized as the persecution of Jews escalated.

Espionage and Subversion, the fourth and final unit, covers strategic issues and intelligence activities.
German attack plans and bickering in the Gestapo about who would rule a conquered Switzerland persisted.
One chapter focuses on Davos, where the Swiss struggled against a Fifth Column and which became a safe
haven for American airmen whose crippled bombers made it to Swiss territory. The last chapter profiles
Switzerland as America's window on the Reich -- how Allen Dulles and his OSS spied on the Nazis, at times
with help from Swiss Intelligence.

Halbrook's other books include the award-winning Target Switzerland: Swiss Armed Neutrality in World
War II, which was published in five languages.

REVIEWS



“Through his careful analysis and by giving voice to ordinary people in and out of uniform, Stephen
Halbrook succeeds not only in achieving a thorough analysis of Switzerland’s armed neutrality, but also in
revealing through their own voices the willingness of ordinary citizens to accept total war in order to
preserve their freedom.”
Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol 43, No. 3 11/2007

“…Halbrook has used original Swiss Documents, interviews and a wide breadth of research to attempt to
answer why Switzerland escaped the Nazi onslaught.”
Daly History Blog, 02/16/2011

“The Swiss have gotten well-deserved bad press about wartime financial tricks, ongoing opacity and so on.
Halbrook presents the sympathetic parts of the complex picture.”
World War II Magazine, July/ August 2011
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Swiss & the
Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donald Farrell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Vanessa Palacios:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic
Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering
this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to
have The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich.

Marilyn Oxford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this The Swiss & the Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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