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Punks, sneaks, mooks and miscreants. Hookers, stooges, grifters and goons. Men and women, elderly and
adolescent, rich and poor, but mostly poor. These are the Least Wanted. Their portraits make up a small part
of Mark Michaelson's collection of over 10,000 American mugshots from the 1870s to the 1960s. Created as
utilitarian instruments, and meant to be destroyed when obsolete, they survive as remnants of a bygone era of
hard-copy originals, extraordinary visual windows on the past, and riveting physical artifacts, often
accompanied by municipal ephemera. They are glued to cards and manuscripts, typed on and rubber
stamped. Each suspect has been measured and fingerprinted, documented and classified. Bored, sheepish,
proud, coy, tough, defiant, bounced, bloodied, bruised, broken and innocent faces--innocent until proven
guilty--stare back at the camera with unmistakable individuality. This is central casting for the Late Late
Show of unvarnished reality, and the lineup is full of small-timers, those who have fallen through the cracks.
Each subject, each image, is a person, a portrait, a trace, a crime, a clue, a moment, an expression, a frame, a
mustache, a mother, a father, a son or a daughter. Each image is evidence, documentation. A record of
people and of stories dismissed by history and rescued here. A century of American souls, filed and
forgotten, until now. Contributors include Ian McEwan and New Yorker contributor Malcolm Gladwell.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Least Wanted: A Century of
American Mugshots book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Deloras Pinkston:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Least Wanted: A Century of
American Mugshots is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Hilary Williams:

The actual book Least Wanted: A Century of American Mugshots will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Least Wanted: A Century of American Mugshots is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Luther Ritenour:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Least Wanted: A Century of American
Mugshots reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Least Wanted: A Century of
American Mugshots as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can
break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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