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The 20th century French composer Olivier Messiaen was a devout Roman Catholic and notably claimed that
his music was an expression of his faith. Unsurprisingly, many performers and listeners consider Messiaen's
strong religiosity central to their appreciation of the composer's music. Music scholars have devoted much
energy to exploring how Messiaen's music was an extension of his religious beliefs. Yet, these works tend to
discuss Messiaen's Catholicism solely in terms of personal religious identity and ignore the composer's
broader connections to the cultural landscape of Roman Catholicism in France.

In Olivier Messiaen: Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts (1937-1948) the late French literature scholar Richard
Burton examines nine of Messiaen's works in the context of the broader French Catholic intellectual
tradition. Drawing on an expansive knowledge of the Catholic literature and the surrealist tradition, Burton
reveals that Messiaen's middle-period compositions are filled with intertextual references to the Bible and
other theological writings, which Messiaen, given his reputation for falsifying facts, may have gone to great
lengths to obscure. As a Catholic, Messiaen is presented as somewhat removed from the ethos of his time
and place, taking no part in the social side of Catholicism that found expression in the Pétainist litany of
'Patrie, Famille, Travail'. Rather, Messiaen regarded himself as having a 'vertical' relationship with God,
which could make him seem unworldly and even uncaring. With insights into the artistic careers of
Messiaen's notable contemporaries and historical perspectives on the breakdown of French politics during
World War II, Burton creates a vivid picture of the previously unexamined spiritual and philosophical
inspirations behind Messiaen's pivotal mid-century compositions.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Olivier Messiaen:
Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts (1937--1948)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joyce Coolidge:

The book Olivier Messiaen: Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts (1937--1948) gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Olivier Messiaen: Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts (1937--1948) to be your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Olivier Messiaen: Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts
(1937--1948). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Deanna Nance:

This book untitled Olivier Messiaen: Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts (1937--1948) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Tammie Turman:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Olivier Messiaen: Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts (1937--1948) we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Olivier Messiaen:
Texts, Contexts, and Intertexts (1937--1948). You can more desirable than now.
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