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The attack on Pearl Harbor, which precipitated the Greater East Asia War and its initial triumphs, aroused
pride and a host of other emotions among the Japanese people. Yet the single year in which Japanese forces
occupied territory from Alaska to Indonesia was followed by three years of terrible defeat. Nevertheless,
until the shattering end of the war, many Japanese continued to believe in the invincibility of their country.
But in the diaries of well-known writers—including Nagai Kafu, Takami Jun, Yamada Futaru, and
Hirabayashi Taiko—and the scholar Watanabe Kazuo, varying doubts were vividly, though privately,
expressed.

Donald Keene, renowned scholar of Japan, selects from these diaries, some written by authors he knew well.
Their revelations were sometimes poignant, sometimes shocking to Keene. Ito Sei's fervent patriotism and
even claims of racial superiority stand in stark contrast to the soft-spoken, kindly man Keene knew. Weaving
archival materials with personal recollections and the intimate accounts themselves, Keene reproduces the
passions aroused during the war and the sharply contrasting reactions in the year following Japan's surrender.
Whether detailed or fragmentary, these entries communicate the reality of false victory and all-too-real
defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Olsen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book So Lovely a
Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and
Culture). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Joe Stearns:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish: Wartime
Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) as your daily resource
information.

Erin Marshall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish:
Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still doubt So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of Japanese
Writers (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) as good book not just by the cover but also from
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Georgia Yorke:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish:
Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) can be the solution,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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