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In November 1942, Paul Andrew Kennedy (1912–1993) boarded the St. Elena in New York Harbor and
sailed for Casablanca as part of Operation Torch, the massive Allied invasion of North Africa. As a member
of the US Army's 2nd Auxiliary Surgical Group, he spent the next thirty-four months working in North
Africa, Italy, France, and Germany, in close proximity to the front lines and often under air or artillery
bombardment. He was uncomfortable, struck by the sorrows of war, and homesick for his wife, for whom he
kept detailed diaries to ease his unrelenting loneliness.

In Battlefield Surgeon, Kennedy's son Christopher has edited his father's journals and provided historical
context to produce an invaluable personal chronicle. What emerges is a vivid record of the experiences of a
medical officer in the European theater of operations in World War II. Kennedy participated in some of the
fiercest action of the war, including Operation Avalanche, the attack on Anzio, and Operation Dragoon. He
also arrived in Rome the day after the Allied troops, and entered the Dachau concentration camp two days
after it was liberated.

Despite the enormous success of the popular M*A*S*H franchise, there are still surprisingly few authentic
accounts of military doctors and medical practice during wartime. As a young, inexperienced surgeon,
Kennedy grappled with cases much more serious and complex than he had ever faced in civilian practice.
Featuring a foreword by Pulitzer Prize–winning World War II historian Rick Atkinson and an afterword by
U.S. Army medical historian John T. Greenwood, this remarkable firsthand account offers an essential
perspective on the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book Battlefield Surgeon: Life and Death on the Front Lines of World
War II (American Warrior Series) was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Battlefield Surgeon: Life and Death on the
Front Lines of World War II (American Warrior Series) is not only giving you far more new information but
also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship using the book Battlefield Surgeon: Life and Death on the Front Lines of World War II
(American Warrior Series). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Kristin Walker:

Why? Because this Battlefield Surgeon: Life and Death on the Front Lines of World War II (American
Warrior Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book
in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

David Lau:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Battlefield Surgeon: Life
and Death on the Front Lines of World War II (American Warrior Series), you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Justin Davis:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Battlefield Surgeon: Life and Death on the Front
Lines of World War II (American Warrior Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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