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Since its establishment after World War II, the State of Israel has sought alliances with non-Arab and non-
Muslim countries and minorities in the Middle East, as well as Arab states geographically distant from the
Arab-Israel conflict. The text presents and explains this regional orientation and its continuing implications
for war and peace. It examines Israel's strategy of outflanking, both geographically and politically, the hostile
Sunni Arab Middle East core that surrounded it in the early decades of its sovereign history, a strategy that
became a pillar of the Israeli foreign and defense policy. This “periphery doctrine” was a grand strategy,
meant to attain the major political-security goal of countering Arab hostility through relations with
alternative regional powers and potential allies. It was quietly abandoned when the Sadat initiative and the
emerging coexistence between Israel and Jordan reflected a readiness on the part of the Sunni Arab core to
deal with Israel politically rather than militarily. For a brief interval following the 1991 Madrid conference
and the 1993 Oslo accords, Israel seemed to be accepted by all its neighbors, prompting then Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres to muse that it could even consider joining the Arab League. Yet this periphery
strategy had been internalized to some extent in Israel’s strategic thinking and it began to reappear after
2010, following a new era of Arab revolution. The rise of political Islam in Egypt, Turkey, Gaza, southern
Lebanon and possibly Syria, coupled with the Islamic regime in Iran, has generated concern in Israel that it is
again being surrounded by a ring of hostile states—in this case, Islamists rather than Arab nationalists.

The book analyzes Israel’s strategic thinking about the Middle East region, evaluating its success or failure
in maintaining both Israel's security and the viability of Israeli-American strategic cooperation. It looks at the
importance of the periphery strategy for Israeli, moderate Arab, and American, and European efforts to
advance the Arab-Israel peace process, and its potential role as the Arab Spring brings about greater
Islamization of the Arab Middle East. Already, Israeli strategic planners are talking of "spheres of
containment" and "crescents" wherein countries like Cyprus, Greece, Azerbaijan, and Ethiopia constitute a
kind of new periphery.

By looking at Israel’s search for Middle East allies then and now, the book explores a key component of
Israel’s strategic behavior. Written in an accessible manner for all students, it provides a better understanding
of Israel’s role in the Middle East region and its Middle East identity.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Pratt:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Periphery: Israel's Search for Middle East Allies.

Diane Adams:

The book Periphery: Israel's Search for Middle East Allies can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Periphery: Israel's
Search for Middle East Allies? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Periphery: Israel's Search for Middle East Allies has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Lana Alvis:

This Periphery: Israel's Search for Middle East Allies are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Periphery: Israel's Search for Middle East Allies can be
one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Periphery: Israel's Search for Middle East Allies giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Daryl Church:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Periphery: Israel's Search for Middle East Allies. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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