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In this provocative inquiry into the status of animals in human society from the fifth century BC to the
present, Rod Preece provides a wholly new perspective on the human–animal relationship.

Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution traces the historical status of animals in western civilization, and
shows that current scholarship in this area is seriously deficient. Preece particularly contests the customary
claims: that the Christian doctrine has denied immortality to animals, with the corresponding implication that
they were thereby denied ethical consideration; that there was a near universal belief animals were intended
for human use, with the corresponding implication that they were not ends in themselves, and were thus not
entitled to ethical consideration; that Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution had a profoundly positive impact
on the way in which nonhuman animals were regarded and treated; and that the idea of the “happy beast”
was merely a trope to condemn humans for their hubris and was not at all a sincere attempt to raise the status
of animals.

In contrast to prevailing intellectual opinion, Preece argues that a significant number of early Christians were
vegetarian; that control of nature was often undertaken not at the expense of animals but, in part, out of
exasperation at their tribulations; that the Cartesian conception of animals as automata was largely rejected,
especially in the English-speaking world; that Darwin’s theory of natural selection had no appreciable
influence on the status of animals; and, finally, that “theriophily” – the notion of animal superiority over
humans – was given greater credence than is commonly recognized.

Rod Preece believes that our ethical responsibilities to animals are ill served by the current simplistic and
misleading conception of the historical record, and with this book, attempts a significant re-thinking of the
human–animal perspective. Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution will be required reading for those
from animal scientists to animal philosophers to animal rights activists who have an interest in the history
and philosophy of animal ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Bell:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and
Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Vera Pinckney:

Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Brute
Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

David Burch:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Richard Barbosa:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals we
can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at
this book Brute Souls, Happy Beasts, and Evolution: The Historical Status of Animals. You can more
attractive than now.
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