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From the Bronze Age mariners of the Mediterranean to contemporary sailors using satellite-based
technologies, the history of navigation at sea, the art of finding a position and setting a course, is fascinating.
The scientific and technological developments that have enabled accurate measurements of position were
central to exploration, trade, and the opening up of new continents, and the resulting journeys taken under
their influence have had a profound influence on world history.

In this Very Short Introduction Jim Bennett looks at the history of navigation, starting with the distinctive
cultures of navigation that are defined geographically - the Mediterranean Sea, and the Pacific, Indian, and
Atlantic Oceans. He shows how the adoption of mathematical methods, the use of instruments, the writing of
textbooks and the publication of charts all combined to create a more standardized practice. Methods such as
longitude-finding by chronometer and lunar distance were complemented by the routine business of
recording courses and reckoning position 'by account'. Bennett also introduces the incredible array of
instruments relied on by sailors, from astrolabes, sextants, and chronometers, to our more modern radio
receivers, electronic equipment, and charts, and highlights the crucial role played by the individual qualities
of endeavor and resourcefulness from mathematicians, scientists, and seamen in finding their way at sea. The
story of navigation combines the societal, the technical, and the human, and it was vital for shaping the
modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Shane McKeel:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Navigation: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Patrick Oneil:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Raymond Littlefield:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

James Brown:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Navigation: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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