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In the last two centuries, our world would have been a safer place if philosophers such as Rousseau, Marx,
and Nietzsche had not given intellectual encouragement to the radical ideologies of Jacobins, Stalinists, and
fascists. Maybe the world would have been better off, from the standpoint of sound practice, if philosophers
had engaged in only modest, decent theory, as did John Stuart Mill. Yet, as Ronald Beiner contends, the
point of theory is not to think safe thoughts; the point is to open intellectual horizons.

In Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit, Beiner reflects on the dualism of theory and practice. The purpose of
the theorist is not to offer sensible guidance on the conduct of social life but to test the boundaries of our
vision of social order. Whereas the liberal citizen should embody the practical virtues of prudence and
moderation, the theorist should be radical, probing, and immoderate. Looking back at the liberal-
communitarian debate of the 1980s, Beiner recognizes that the antidote to our spiritless times lies neither in
the embrace of community over individualism nor of individualism over community: both individual and
community need to be submitted to radical questioning. It is by exposing ourselves to the challenge of
fearless thinking encountered at the philosophical extremities that we are most likely to understand our own
world at a deeper level.

In this collection of essays and reviews, Ronald Beiner helps us to think critically about the thought-worlds
of our foremost contemporary thinkers, including Hannah Arendt, Allan Bloom, Michel Foucault, Hans-
Georg Gadamer, Jèrgen Habermas, Will Kymlicka, Christopher Lasch, Richard Rorty, Judith Shklar, Leo
Strauss, Charles Taylor, and Michael Walzer.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit: Essays on Contemporary Theory. Try
to make the book Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit: Essays on Contemporary Theory as your buddy. It
means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Stacee Stern:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit: Essays on Contemporary Theory
this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Raul Miller:

Beside this particular Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit: Essays on Contemporary Theory in your phone, it
can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit: Essays on Contemporary Theory
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Monique Hightower:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit: Essays on Contemporary
Theory. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious



person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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