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A historical tour de force that demolishes the myths and taboos that have surrounded Jewish and Israeli
history, The Invention of the Jewish People offers a new account of both that demands to be read and
reckoned with. Was there really a forced exile in the first century, at the hands of the Romans? Should we
regard the Jewish people, throughout two millennia, as both a distinct ethnic group and a putative
nation—returned at last to its Biblical homeland?

Shlomo Sand argues that most Jews actually descend from converts, whose native lands were scattered far
across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. The formation of a Jewish people and then a Jewish nation out of
these disparate groups could only take place under the sway of a new historiography, developing in response
to the rise of nationalism throughout Europe. Beneath the biblical back fill of the nineteenth-century
historians, and the twentieth-century intellectuals who replaced rabbis as the architects of Jewish identity,
The Invention of the Jewish People uncovers a new narrative of Israel’s formation, and proposes a bold
analysis of nationalism that accounts for the old myths.

After a long stay on Israel’s bestseller list, and winning the coveted Aujourd’hui Award in France, The
Invention of the Jewish People is finally available in English. The central importance of the conflict in the
Middle East ensures that Sand’s arguments will reverberate well beyond the historians and politicians that he
takes to task. Without an adequate understanding of Israel’s past, capable of superseding today’s opposing
views, diplomatic solutions are likely to remain elusive. In this iconoclastic work of history, Shlomo Sand
provides the intellectual foundations for a new vision of Israel’s future.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Cook:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Invention of the Jewish People
will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Patrick Richards:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is
this The Invention of the Jewish People.

Jerald Higgins:

Beside this kind of The Invention of the Jewish People in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The Invention of the Jewish People because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Joan Stump:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the The Invention of
the Jewish People when you needed it?
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