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"An original contribution to a subject which is currently of much interest to the world at large, East or West,
and has an important bearing on the position of women in the societies in which veiling is practiced."--The
Middle East Journal

"Highly recommended. . . . It draws on and contributes to current feminist theorizing in Middle East
women's studies and in broader feminist academic circles."--International Journal of Middle East Studies

"A welcome contribution to Middle Eastern and women’s studies, providing an innovating approach and
research to a highly controversial issue in gender politics."--Digest of Middle East Studies

An insightful and provocative book. . . . [It] leads to a better understanding of the veil and a debunking of
current clichés.” —Farzaneh Milani, University of Virginia

Illustrated with photographs, drawings, and cartoons gathered from popular culture, this provocative book
demonstrates that the veil, the garment known in Islamic cultures as the hijab, holds within its folds a
semantic versatility that goes far beyond current clichés and homogenous representations.

Whether seen as erotic or romantic, a symbol of oppression or a sign of piety, modesty, or purity, the veil
carries thousands of years of religious, sexual, social, and political significance. Using examples from both
the East and West—including Persian poetry, American erotica, Iranian and Indian films, and government-
sanctioned posters—Faegheh Shirazi shows that the veil has become a ubiquitous symbol, utilized as a
profitable marketing tool for diverse enterprises, from Penthouse magazine to Saudi advertising companies.

She argues that perceptions of the veil change with the cultural context of its use as well as over time: in a
Hindi movie the veil draws in the male gaze, in an Iranian movie it denies it; photographs of veiled women
in Playboy aim to titillate a principally male audience, while cartoons of veiled women in the same magazine
mock and ridicule Muslim society. 

Shirazi concludes that the practice of veiling, encompassing an amazingly rich array of meanings, has often
become a screen upon which different people in different cultures project their dreams and nightmares. 

Faegheh Shirazi is associate professor of Middle Eastern languages and cultures in the Islamic Studies
Program at the University of Texas, Austin. She is the author of several book chapters and articles on issues
related to women in Islam in numerous publications, including Critique and Journal for Critical Studies of
the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

The book The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in
Modern Culture? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Rocio Linville:

The publication untitled The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ruth Mullins:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture this book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Lois Wiggins:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture
or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are
helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Veil
Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book



like this one.
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