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Every work of art has a story behind it. In 1886 the German American artist Robert Koehler painted a
dramatic wide-angle depiction of an imagined confrontation between factory workers and their employer. He
called this oil painting The Strike. It has had a long and tumultuous international history as a symbol of class
struggle and the cause of workers’ rights. First exhibited just days before the tragic Chicago Haymarket riot,
The Strike became an inspiration for the labor movement. In the midst of the campaign for an eight-hour
workday, it gained international attention at expositions in Paris, Munich, and the 1893 Chicago World’s
Fair. Though the painting fell into obscurity for decades in the early twentieth century, The Strike lived on in
wood-engraved reproductions in labor publications. Its purchase, restoration, and exhibition by New Left
activist Lee Baxandall in the early 1970s launched it to international fame once more, and collectors and
galleries around the world scrambled to acquire it. It is now housed in the Deutsches Historisches Museum in
Berlin, Germany.

            Art historian James M. Dennis has crafted a compelling “biography” of Koehler’s painting: its
exhibitions, acclaim, neglect, and rediscovery. He introduces its German-born creator and politically diverse
audiences and traces the painting’s acceptance and rejection through the years, exploring how class and
sociopolitical movements affected its reception. Dennis considers the significance of key figures in the
painting, such as the woman asserting her presence in the center of action. He compellingly explains why
The Strike has earned its identity as the iconic painting of the industrial labor movement.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Here thing why this specific Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting
of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest
(Studies in American Thought and Culture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The
Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture). It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886
Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) in e-book can be your alternative.

Carol McElroy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Robert
Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in
American Thought and Culture), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Kelly McDowell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in
American Thought and Culture) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
ahead of. The Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor
Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) giving you another experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?



Larry Mason:

The book untitled Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor
Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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