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The westward migration of nearly half a million Americans in the mid-nineteenth century looms large in
U.S. history. Classic images of rugged Euro-Americans traversing the plains in their prairie schooners still
stir the popular imagination. But this traditional narrative, no matter how alluring, falls short of the
actual—and far more complex—reality of the overland trails. Among the diverse peoples who converged on
the western frontier were African American pioneers—men, women, and children. Whether enslaved or free,
they too were involved in this transformative movement. Sweet Freedom’s Plains is a powerful retelling of
the migration story from their perspective.

Tracing the journeys of black overlanders who traveled the Mormon, California, Oregon, and other trails,
Shirley Ann Wilson Moore describes in vivid detail what they left behind, what they encountered along the
way, and what they expected to find in their new, western homes. She argues that African Americans
understood advancement and prosperity in ways unique to their situation as an enslaved and racially
persecuted people, even as they shared many of the same hopes and dreams held by their white
contemporaries. For African Americans, the journey westward marked the beginning of liberation and
transformation. At the same time, black emigrants’ aspirations often came into sharp conflict with real-world
conditions in the West.

Although many scholars have focused on African Americans who settled in the urban West, their early
trailblazing voyages into the Oregon Country, Utah Territory, New Mexico Territory, and California deserve
greater attention. Having combed censuses, maps, government documents, and white overlanders’ diaries,
along with the few accounts written by black overlanders or passed down orally to their living descendants,
Moore gives voice to the countless, mostly anonymous black men and women who trekked the plains and
mountains.

Sweet Freedom’s Plains places African American overlanders where they belong—at the center of the
western migration narrative. Their experiences and perspectives enhance our understanding of this formative
period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

This Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on the Overland Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture in
the American West Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on the Overland Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture
in the American West Series) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on the Overland
Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) can bring once you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on the Overland Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture in
the American West Series) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Otis Thompson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on the
Overland Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) as the daily resource
information.

John Warner:

This Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on the Overland Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture in
the American West Series) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on
the Overland Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.



Stephanie Landa:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Sweet Freedom's Plains: African Americans on the Overland Trails, 1841-1869 (Race and Culture in
the American West Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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