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During the Mao era, China’s museums served an explicit and uniform propaganda function, underlining
official Party history, eulogizing revolutionary heroes, and contributing to nation building and socialist
construction. With the implementation of the post-Mao modernization program in the late 1970s and 1980s
and the advent of globalization and market reforms in the 1990s, China underwent a radical social and
economic transformation that has led to a vastly more heterogeneous culture and polity. Yet China is
dominated by a single Leninist party that continues to rely heavily on its revolutionary heritage to generate
political legitimacy. With its messages of collectivism, self-sacrifice, and class struggle, that heritage is
increasingly at odds with Chinese society and with the state’s own neoliberal ideology of rapid-paced
development, glorification of the market, and entrepreneurship. In this ambiguous political environment,
museums and their curators must negotiate between revolutionary ideology and new kinds of historical
narratives that reflect and highlight a neoliberal present.

In Exhibiting the Past, Kirk Denton analyzes types of museums and exhibitionary spaces, from revolutionary
history museums, military museums, and memorials to martyrs to museums dedicated to literature, ethnic
minorities, and local history. He discusses red tourism?a state sponsored program developed in 2003 as a
new form of patriotic education designed to make revolutionary history come alive?and urban planning
exhibition halls, which project utopian visions of China’s future that are rooted in new conceptions of the
past. Denton’s method is narratological in the sense that he analyzes the stories museums tell about the past
and the political and ideological implications of those stories. Focusing on “official” exhibitionary culture
rather than alternative or counter memory, Denton reinserts the state back into the discussion of postsocialist
culture because of its centrality to that culture and to show that state discourse in China is neither monolithic
nor unchanging. The book considers the variety of ways state museums are responding to the dramatic
social, technological, and cultural changes China has experienced over the past three decades.
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From reader reviews:

David Musick:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the
Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China had been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Exhibiting the Past:
Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Exhibiting the Past: Historical
Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China. You never experience lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Alan Castorena:

The knowledge that you get from Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in
Postsocialist China is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Exhibiting the Past:
Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums
in Postsocialist China instantly.

Barbie Brookins:

The reason why? Because this Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in
Postsocialist China is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Antonio Sisson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You



can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China
this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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