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On a humid morning in Philadelphia in 1776, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of
Independence, severing forever all ties with Great Britain. With the stroke of a pen, a new republic was
formed, the United States of America. As colonists-turned-citizens took to the streets in celebration, few had
any real sense of the new nation’s immediate future or could foresee the great struggles that lay before it in
the centuries to come.

Forging a Nation: The American History Collection at Gilcrease Museum explores that struggle—the history
of the United States—as told through art, artifacts, and archival materials that illuminate some three hundred
years of a shared cultural experience. Drawn entirely from the diverse and noted collections of the Gilcrease
Museum, this volume examines the foundations of the American republic from colonial times through the
Early National period.

With essays focused on some of the finest artworks, artifacts, and documents in the Gilcrease Museum
collection, Forging a Nation offers a unique examination of early American life. The catalog of artists
includes such essential American painters as Charles Willson Peale, John Singleton Copley, Robert Feke,
Benjamin West, George Catlin, Alfred Jacob Miller, Emanuel Leutze, John Vanderlyn, William Tylee
Ranney, and John Wesley Jarvis. Also included are rare sculptures by Jean Antoine Houdon, Hiram Powers,
and Augustus Saint-Gaudens and an extensive array of American archival treasures, including a handwritten
transcription of the Declaration of Independence itself.

Forging a Nation examines the national self across time—through the triumphs and tragedies of the Civil
War and the violence and inequities involved in the ensuing settlement of the American West. This essential
retrospective ends with the closing of the frontier, when the nation was poised at the center of the world
stage, its frontiers about to become those of industry, science, technology, and social justice.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Clark:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Forging a Nation: The
American History Collection at Gilcrease Museum is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Julio Keith:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is Forging a Nation: The American History Collection at Gilcrease Museum
this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suited all of you.

Betty Bobbitt:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Forging a Nation: The American History Collection at Gilcrease Museum
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Thomas Morgan:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Forging a Nation: The American
History Collection at Gilcrease Museum to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Forging a Nation: The American History
Collection at Gilcrease Museum can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must



you're doing of these time.
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