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Recovering voices long relegated to silence, The Lives of Women deciphers the responses of women to the
culture of control in seventeenth-century Spain. In this new history of Inquisitional Spain, Lisa Vollendorf
incorporates convent texts, Inquisition cases, biographies, and women’s literature to reveal a previously
unrecognized boom in women’s writing between 1580 and 1700.

During this period, more women wrote for the public book market and participated in literary culture than
ever before. In addition, the rise in convents and female education contributed to a marked increase in texts
produced by and about women in religious orders. Vollendorf argues that, in conjunction with Inquisition
and legal documents, this wealth of writing offers unprecedented access to women’s perspectives on life in
early modern Spain, and that those perspectives encompass diverse ethnic backgrounds and class differences.
Many of the documents touch on issues of sex and intimacy; others provide new ways of understanding
religious practice in the period. Perhaps most important, these writings give a richly textured view of how
women reacted to the dominant culture’s attempts to define, limit, and contain femininity. Vollendorf shows
that the texts reflect a shared preoccupation with redefining gender and creating legitimate spaces for
women.

As The Lives of Women vividly illustrates, hundreds, if not thousands, of women’s stories await rediscovery
in archives. The book provides a roadmap for understanding the experiences and concerns of wives, widows,
sisters, and daughters who lived in a key moment in the development of the Spanish nation and the Hispanic
world. At its core, The Lives of Women argues for a reconceptualization of history, one that will rely on the
experiences of women and minorities as much as on the words and actions of kings and conquistadors.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

The book The Lives of Women: A New History of Inquisitional Spain gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Lives of Women: A New History of Inquisitional Spain to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Lives of Women: A New History of
Inquisitional Spain. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Alvin Pryor:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take The Lives of Women: A New History of Inquisitional Spain as the daily
resource information.

Marie Nitta:

The book The Lives of Women: A New History of Inquisitional Spain will bring one to the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Lives of Women: A New History of Inquisitional Spain is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Helen Noyola:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Lives of Women: A New History of Inquisitional Spain can be fine
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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