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In Why Fiction?—one of the most important works of narrative theory to come out of France in recent
years—Jean-Marie Schaeffer understands fiction not as a literary genre but, in contrast to all other literary
theorists, as a genre of life. The result is arguably the first systematic refutation of Plato’s polemic against
fiction and a persuasive argument for regarding fiction as having a cognitive function.
 
For Schaeffer fiction includes not only narrative fiction but also children’s games, videos, film, drama,
certain kinds of painting, opera—in short, all the intentional structures arising from shared imaginative
reality. Because video games and cyber-technologies are the new sites of entry for many children into such
an imagined universe, studying these cyber-fictions has become integral to our understanding of fiction.
Through these avenues, Schaeffer also explores the foundations of mimeticism in order to explain the
important effect fiction has on human beings. His work thus establishes fiction as a universal aspect of
human culture and offers a profound and resounding answer to the question: Why fiction?
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Powers:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Why Fiction? (Stages). You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Why Fiction? (Stages).
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Edwin Bernal:

The book Why Fiction? (Stages) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the good thing like a book Why Fiction? (Stages)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Why Fiction? (Stages) has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Robert Knight:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Why Fiction? (Stages) can be great book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Adam Carter:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Why Fiction?
(Stages) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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