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With the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, American decision makers have been
forced to confront anew questions about the role of the United States in world affairs. What are the
responsibilities of the United States toward other countries? What are the appropriate uses and limitation of
American power? And what, from an American point of view, would be the ideal shape of the imagined New
World Order?

However U.S. policymakers may resolve such issues, their thinking will be influenced by assumptions
deeply embedded in American culture. Some of those beliefs derive from the nation's distinctive history,
geography, and resources. But others are rooted in what Susan M. Matarese calls the "national image"?a set
of emotionally charged, relatively coherent ideas about the special qualities of the United States and its place
in the world.

Building on a long tradition of scholarship that looks to works of literature for insights into national myths
and symbols, Matarese examines a rich trove of utopian fiction written by Americans during the late
nineteenth century. Such writings, she shows, provide a useful window into the popular imagination,
revealing widely shared notions about the foreign policy of an idealized America?notions that have proven
remarkably resilient in the twentieth century as well. Indeed, even in the post-Cold War era, one can find
striking similarities between the foreign policy goals of the Bush and Clinton administrations and the dreams
of America's utopian architects a century earlier.

The author concludes with an appeal for greater humility and realism in the formation of U.S. foreign policy,
and a recognition of the limits of American power in what is likely to be an increasingly fluid, fragmented,
and multipolar world.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

The book American Foreign Policy and the Utopian Imagination can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
American Foreign Policy and the Utopian Imagination? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book American Foreign Policy and the Utopian Imagination has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marlin Brogan:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular American Foreign Policy and the
Utopian Imagination to read.

Irene Robertson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled American Foreign Policy and the Utopian Imagination can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sharon Baker:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Foreign Policy and the Utopian
Imagination can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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