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A case study of two brothers, Julius and Wilhelm Wagner, who immigrated to the United States from Baden,
Germany. Julius immigrated as part of an early communist group, the “Darmstädters” or “Forty,” who
established the utopian settlement of Bettina in 1847. His anti-slavery beliefs forced Julius to Mexico during
the Civil War, but he returned to Texas after the war. His older brother Wilhelm fled Germany in 1851 as a
result of his liberal political beliefs and settled in Texas. He founded a German-language newspaper when he
moved to Freeport, Illinois.

Using a newly discovered cache of Wagner family letters, Reichstein examines the lives of the brothers as
they sought to make better futures for themselves on the new frontier. More than a narrow family history,
however, German Pioneers on the American Frontier uses the individual cases of Julius and Wilhelm
Wagner to examine the broader historiographical debate about assimilation and acculturation. The question it
raises is whether the United States is a collection of separate immigrant cultures or whether those cultures
become assimilated in the famous “melting pot.” Reichstein’s conclusion, based on the experiences of the
Wagner brothers and their descendants, is that immigrants identify themselves as American through a variety
of processes that are a combination of assimilation and acculturation.
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From reader reviews:

Numbers Harless:

The book German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois? Some of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The
Wagners in Texas and Illinois has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Wesley Jerkins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name German Pioneers on
the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois suitable to you? The particular book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The
Wagners in Texas and Illinoisis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Joseph Vest:

The reserve with title German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois has lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Renee Middleton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and
Illinois why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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