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In this compact and illuminating history, Georges Minois examines how a culture's attitudes about suicide
reflect its larger beliefs and values?attitudes toward life and death, duty and honor, pain and pleasure. Minois
begins his survey with classical Greece and Rome, where suicide was acceptable?even heroic?under some
circumstances. With the rise of Christianity, however, suicide was unequivocally condemned as self-murder
and an insult to God. With the Renaissance and its renewed interest in classical culture, suicide reemerged as
a philosophical issue. Minois finds examples of changing attitudes in key Renaissance texts by Bacon,
Montaigne, Sidney, Donne, and Shakespeare.

By 1700, the term suicide had replaced self-murder and the subject began to interest the emerging scientific
disciplines. Minois follows the ongoing evaluation of suicide through the Enlightenment and the Romantic
periods, and he examines attitudes that emerge in nineteenth- and twentieth-century science, law, philosophy,
and literature. Minois concludes with comments on the most recent turn in this long and complex history?the
emotional debate over euthanasia, assisted suicide, and the right to die.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Venegas:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this History of Suicide: Voluntary Death in Western Culture
(Medicine and Culture).

Angela Gagne:

Often the book History of Suicide: Voluntary Death in Western Culture (Medicine and Culture) has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Craig Chivers:

The book untitled History of Suicide: Voluntary Death in Western Culture (Medicine and Culture) contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Danielle Tilley:

You may get this History of Suicide: Voluntary Death in Western Culture (Medicine and Culture) by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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