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This extraordinary collection of essays is the first to approach the phenomenon of spirit possession among
Jews from a multidisciplinary perspective. What beliefs have Jews held about spirit possession? Have Jewish
people believed themselves to be possessed by spirits? If so, what sorts of spirits were they? Have Jews'
conceptions of possession been the same as those of their Christian and Muslim neighbors? These are some
of the questions addressed in these thirteen essays, which together explore spirit possession in a wide range
of temporal and geographic contexts.

The phenomena known as spirit possession are both very widespread and very difficult to explain. The late
Raphael Patai initiated study of spirit possession as found in the Jewish world in the post-Talmudic period by
taking a folkloric and anthropological approach to the subject. Other scholars have opened up new avenues
of inquiry through discussions of the topic in connection with Jewish mystical and magical traditions. The
essays in this collection expand the variety of approaches to the subject, addressing Jewish possession
phenomena from the points of view of religion, mysticism, literature, anthropology, psychology, history, and
folklore. Scholarly views and popular traditions, benevolent spirits and malevolent shades, exorcism, social
control, messianic implications, madness, literary structure, and a host of other topics are brought into the
discussion of spirit possession in Jewish culture. This juxtaposition of approaches among the essays in this
volume, some of which analyze the same texts in different ways, creates a broad foundation on which to
contemplate the meaning of spirit possession.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Spirit Possession in Judaism: Cases and Contexts from the Middle Ages to
the Present (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology). Try to make the book Spirit
Possession in Judaism: Cases and Contexts from the Middle Ages to the Present (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Randy Mosley:

The book Spirit Possession in Judaism: Cases and Contexts from the Middle Ages to the Present (Raphael
Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Spirit Possession in
Judaism: Cases and Contexts from the Middle Ages to the Present (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore
and Anthropology) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a book Spirit Possession in Judaism: Cases and Contexts from the Middle Ages to the
Present (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Elizabeth Givens:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Spirit Possession in Judaism:
Cases and Contexts from the Middle Ages to the Present (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Colleen Edwards:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in



the top listing in your reading list is definitely Spirit Possession in Judaism: Cases and Contexts from the
Middle Ages to the Present (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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