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An affectionate and very funny gallery of twenty great world authors from the pen of "the most subtle
and gifted writer in contemporary Spanish literature" (The Boston Globe).

In addition to his own busy career as "one of Europe's most intriguing contemporary writers" (TLS), Javier
Marías is also the translator into Spanish of works by Hardy, Stevenson, Conrad, Faulkner, Nabokov, and
Laurence Sterne. His love for these authors is the touchstone of Written Lives. Collected here are twenty
pieces recounting great writers' lives, "or, more precisely, snippets of writers' lives." Thomas Mann, Rilke,
Arthur Conan Doyle, Turgenev, Djuna Barnes, Emily Brontë, Malcolm Lowry, and Kipling appear ("all
fairly disastrous individuals"), and "almost nothing" in his stories is invented.

Like Isak Dinesen (who "claimed to have poor sight, yet could spot a four-leaf clover in a field from a
remarkable distance away"), Marías has a sharp eye. Nabokov is here, making "the highly improbable
assertion that he is 'as American as April in Arizona,'" as is Oscar Wilde, who, in debt on his deathbed,
ordered up champagne, "remarking cheerfully, 'I am dying beyond my means.'" Faulkner, we find, when
fired from his post office job, explained that he was not prepared "to be beholden to any son-of-a-bitch who
had two cents to buy a stamp." Affection glows in the pages of Written Lives, evidence, as Marías remarks,
that "although I have enjoyed writing all my books, this was the one with which I had the most fun."
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

This Written Lives book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Written Lives
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Written Lives can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Written Lives having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Robert Qualls:

The actual book Written Lives will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Written Lives is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Sarah Johnson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Written Lives why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Nancy Smith:

This Written Lives is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using
great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly
you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Written Lives in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt in which?
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