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They were not the "Banquet Years," those anxious wartime years when poets and novelists were made to feel
embarrassed by their impulse to write literature. And yet it was the attitude of those writers and critics in the
1930s and 1940s that shaped French literature--the ideas of Derrida, Foucault, de Man, Deleuze, and
Ricoeur--and has so profoundly influenced literary enterprise in the English-speaking world since 1968. This
literary history, the prehistory of postmodernism, is what Denis Hollier recovers in his interlocking studies of
the main figures of French literary life before the age of anxiety gave way to the era of existentialist
commitment.

Georges Bataille, Michel Leiris, Roger Caillois, André Malraux, the early Jean-Paul Sartre are the figures
Hollier considers, writers torn between politics and the pleasures of the text. They appear here uneasily
balancing the influences of the philosopher and the man of action. These studies convey the paradoxical
heroism of writers fighting for a world that would extend no rights or privileges to writers, writing for a
world in which literature would become a reprehensible frivolity. If the nineteenth century was that of the
consecration of the writer, this was the time for their sacrificial death, and Hollier captures the comical
pathos of these writers pursuing the ideal of "engagement" through an exercise in dispossession. His work
identifies, as none has before, the master plot for literature that was crafted in the 1940s, a plot in which we
are still very much entangled.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

This Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War can bring once you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War having excellent arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Grace Robinson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War as your
daily resource information.

Martha Skaggs:

This book untitled Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Katherine Adkins:

You will get this Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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