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Astor Piazzolla was a musical genius, a man who used the national dance of Argentina as raw material for a
whole new musical genre. In Le Grand Tango, María Susana Azzi and Simon Collier vividly capture the life
of this extraordinary musician--a visionary who won worldwide acclaim, but sparked bitter controversy in
his native land.
Azzi and Collier trace Piazzolla's early life from his birth in Argentina in 1921 to his childhood years on the
Lower East Side of Manhattan, where he first developed a talent for the bandoneon, the accordion-like
instrument central to the tango. They describe his return to Argentina at age 16 and his rapid rise in the
intoxicating world of tango, where he quickly earned a place with the leading dance band, and then formed
his own group. But at the height of his success, Piazzolla decided to take tango music to a new level and
studied composition with the legendary Nadia Boulanger in Paris. Combining deft musical analysis and
intriguing personal insight, Azzi and Collier show how he created a dramatically new style of tango music
influenced by jazz and classical pieces--a tango music meant for listening, not dancing. But they also show
that, in the birthplace of the tango, he met fierce resistance. He eventually left Argentina for Europe, where
he emerged as an international celebrity.
Since Piazzolla's death in 1992, his influence has only grown. Jazz giants such as Gary Burton and Al Di
Meola--and classical stars Yo-Yo Ma, Emanuel Ax, and Daniel Barenboim--have all recorded albums of his
works. Now Azzi and Collier have given us the first biography of this astonishingly gifted musician.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Lange:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla book is readable
by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla content conveys the thought easily
to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Mandi Rice:

The e-book untitled Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla is the book that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Harry Blalock:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can
read education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla provide you with a
new experience in reading through a book.

James Yancey:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor
Piazzolla can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Le Grand Tango: The
Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla.
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