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The first in-depth analysis of some of the most important epic poems of the Spanish Golden Age, Myth and
Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain breathes new life into five of these long- neglected texts. Elizabeth
Davis demonstrates that the epic must not be overlooked, for doing so creates a significant gap in one's
ability to appraise not only the cultural practice of the imperial age, but also the purest expression of its
ideology.

Davis's study focuses on heroic poetry written from 1569 to 1611, including Alonso de Ercilla's La
Araucana, undeniably the most significant epic poem of its time. Also included are Diego de Hojeda's La
Christiada, Juan Rufo's La Austriada,. Lope de Vega's Jerusalén Conquistada, and Cristóbal de Virués's
Historia del Monserrate.

Examining these epics as the major site for the construction of cultural identities and Renaissance nationalist
myths, Davis analyzes the means by which the epic constructs a Spanish sense of self. Because this sense of
identity is not easily susceptible to direct representation, it is often derived in opposition to an "other," which
serves to reaffirm Spanish cultural superiority. The Spanish Christian caballeros are almost always pitted
against Amerindians, Muslims, Jews, or other adversaries portrayed as backward or heathen for their cultural
and ethnic differences.

The pro-Castilian elite of sixteenth-century Spain faced the daunting task of constructing unity at home in
the process of expansion and conquest abroad, yet ethnic and regional differences in the Iberian Peninsula
made the creation of an imperial identity particularly difficult. The epic, as Davis shows, strains to convey
the overriding image of a Spain that appears more unified than the Spanish empire ever truly was.

An important reexamination of the Golden Age canon, Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain
brings a new twist to the study of canon formation. While Davis does not ignore more traditional approaches
to the literary text, she does apply recent theories, such as deconstruction and feminist criticism, to these
poems, resulting in an innovative examination of the material.

Confronting such issues as canonicity, gender, the relationship between literature and Golden Age culture,
and that between art and power, this publication offers scholars a new perspective for assessing Golden Age
and Transatlantic studies.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain to read.

Bonnie Fernandez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Myth and
Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spainis one of several books this everyone
read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Bruce Jones:

The guide with title Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain includes a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Burton Zinn:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get prior to. The Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain giving you another experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?
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