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This will be the first monograph-length analysis of Husain's paintings●

Husain's Raj Series featured playful vignettes of the Raj that introduced the British Empire in India to a●

new generation of viewers
Husain's signature modernist style is modulated to accommodate this playful engagement with his colonial●

past

This monograph forefronts the ludic quality in the work of Maqbool Fida Husain, postcolonial India's most
iconic modernist and also arguably its most playful. His Images of the Raj or the Raj Series comprise
paintings densely packed with bodies and objects, English and native, men and women (and some animals
too), who are brought together in visual action in a manner that is enormously revealing of the contradictions
of British rule in India, even as they expose the ironies of postcolonial India's tryst with its destiny.

Husain painted this series at a critical juncture in India s post-colonial history in the mid- 1980s, when the
Nehruvian socialist state was beginning to unravel and one of his own key patrons, Indira Gandhi, violently
assassinated. Many of the promises of secularism, proudly declared at the time of Independence, were under
threat.

It was against this background that Husain turned for inspiration to his childhood and youth, which he had
spent in various princely states, such as Indore and Baroda, in the waning days of British colonial rule that
were also witness to the rising tide of Indian nationalism.

Sumathi Ramaswamy is Professor of History and International Comparative Studies, Duke University,
Durham, North Carolina. Some of her areas of academic interest include South Asian anthropology, colonial
and modern history; Tamil studies; gender studies and history of cartography.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Stewart:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Charles McCreery:

This Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation without we comprehend teach the one who studying it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and
Nation can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation having very
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Lockwood:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation,
you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Deborah Fishman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation
or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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