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The literature on Kierkegaard is often content to paraphrase. By contrast, Michael Theunissen articulates one
of Kierkegaard's central ideas, his theory of despair, in a detailed and comprehensible manner and confronts
it with alternatives. Understanding what Kierkegaard wrote on despair is vital not only because it illuminates
his thought as a whole, but because his account of despair in The Sickness unto Death is the cornerstone of
existentialism. Theunissen's book, published in German in 1993, is widely regarded as the best treatment of
the subject in any language. Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair is also one of the few works on Kierkegaard
that bridge the gap between the Continental and analytic traditions in philosophy.

Theunissen argues that for Kierkegaard, the fundamental characteristic of despair is the desire of the self "not
to be what it is." He sorts through the apparently chaotic text of The Sickness unto Death to explain what
Kierkegaard meant by the "self," how and why individuals want to flee their selves, and how he believed
they could reconnect with their selves. According to Theunissen, Kierkegaard thought that individuals in
despair seek to deny their authentic selves to flee particular aspects of their character, their past, or the world,
or in order to deny their "mission." In addition to articulating and evaluating Kierkegaard's concept of
despair, Theunissen relates Kierkegaard's ideas to those of Heidegger, Sartre, and other twentieth-century
philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

Here thing why that Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton
Monographs in Philosophy) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in
Philosophy). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) in e-book can
be your choice.

Jimmy Miller:

This book untitled Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Nick Gulbranson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Kierkegaard's Concept of
Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy).

Ashley Robinette:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the publication Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton



Monographs in Philosophy) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of their time.
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