
Mendelssohn: A Life in Music
R. Larry Todd

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195179889
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195179889
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195179889


Mendelssohn: A Life in Music

R. Larry Todd

Mendelssohn: A Life in Music R. Larry Todd
An extraordinary prodigy of Mozartean abilities, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy was a distinguished
composer and conductor, a legendary pianist and organist, and an accomplished painter and classicist.
Lionized in his lifetime, he is best remembered today for several staples of the concert hall and for such
popular music as "The Wedding March" and "Hark, the Herald Angels Sing."
Now, in the first major Mendelssohn biography to appear in decades, R. Larry Todd offers a remarkably
fresh account of this musical giant, based upon painstaking research in autograph manuscripts,
correspondence, diaries, and paintings. Rejecting the view of the composer as a craftsman of felicitous but
sentimental, saccharine works (termed by one critic "moonlight with sugar water"), Todd reexamines the
composer's entire oeuvre, including many unpublished and little known works. Here are engaging analyses
of Mendelssohn's distinctive masterpieces--the zestful Octet, puckish Midsummer Night's Dream, haunting
Hebrides Overtures, and elegiac Violin Concerto in E minor. Todd describes how the composer excelled in
understatement and nuance, in subtle, coloristic orchestrations that lent his scores an undeniable freshness
and vividness. He also explores Mendelssohn's changing awareness of his religious heritage, Wagner's
virulent anti-Semitic attack on Mendelssohn's music, the composer's complex relationship with his sister
Fanny Hensel, herself a child prodigy and prolific composer, his avocation as a painter and draughtsman, and
his remarkable, polylingual correspondence with the cultural elite of his time.
Mendelssohn: A Life offers a masterful blend of biography and musical analysis. Readers will discover many
new facets of the familiar but misunderstood composer and gain new perspectives on one of the most
formidable musical geniuses of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Scott:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Mendelssohn: A Life in Music? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Barry Phelan:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Mendelssohn: A Life in Music
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Claudine Currie:

The particular book Mendelssohn: A Life in Music has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Steven Barraza:

Beside this particular Mendelssohn: A Life in Music in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Mendelssohn: A Life in Music because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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