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For some historians and biographers, Maximilien Robespierre (1758–94) was a great revolutionary martyr
who succeeded in leading the French Republic to safety in the face of overwhelming military odds. For many
others, he was the first modern dictator, a fanatic who instigated the murderous Reign of Terror in 1793–94.
This masterful biography combines new research into Robespierre's dramatic life with a deep understanding
of society and the politics of the French Revolution to arrive at a fresh understanding of the man, his
passions, and his tragic shortcomings.

Peter McPhee gives special attention to Robespierre's formative years and the development of an iron will in
a frail boy conceived outside wedlock and on the margins of polite provincial society. Exploring how these
experiences formed the young lawyer who arrived in Versailles in 1789, the author discovers not the cold,
obsessive Robespierre of legend, but a man of passion with close but platonic friendships with women. Soon
immersed in revolutionary conflict, he suffered increasingly lengthy periods of nervous collapse correlating
with moments of political crisis, yet Robespierre was tragically unable to step away from the crushing
burdens of leadership. Did his ruthless, uncompromising exercise of power reflect a descent into madness in
his final year of life? McPhee reevaluates the ideology and reality of "the Terror," what Robespierre
intended, and whether it represented an abandonment or a reversal of his early liberalism and sense of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

Typically the book Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life will bring that you the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Roger Waldrop:

The reserve untitled Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life is the reserve that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.

Floyd Eichner:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Timothy Williams:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life when you desired it?
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