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Despite being institutionalized for schizophrenia at age thirty-one, Adolf Wölfli (1864-1930) achieved
artistic greatness in his cell at Waldau Mental Asylum near his native Bern, Switzerland. He has had a
profound influence on modern art ever since; André Breton described his work as "one of the three or four
most important oeuvres of the twentieth century." The Art of Adolf Wölfli offers a fresh vantage point on the
artist's remarkably intricate drawings and astonishing collages, as well as his newly translated writings,
which are justly celebrated for their dizzying blend of mythology and humor. Also included are illuminating
essays by leading specialists on his art and life.

Wölfli's youth was one of deprivation. His alcoholic father ran off when Wölfli was five, and his mother died
soon after. Despite these travails, he managed to complete his education, acquiring the sophisticated literacy
so evident in his later work. However, beginning at age twenty-six, his repeated attempts to molest young
girls landed him first in jail and, in 1894, in the asylum. Though violent at first, by 1899 he calmed down--
and began to draw.

Working primarily in pencil on newsprint, Wölfli created a dense, stunningly detailed medley of wildly
imaginative prose texts interwoven with poems, musical compositions, color illustrations, and collages. His
five-part magnum opus, "St. Adolf-Giant-Creation," comprises 45 large volumes and 16 notebooks--25,000
pages in all--containing 1,620 drawings and 1,640 collages.

Sure to be the authoritative resource for this remarkable oeuvre, this striking book represents compelling
testimony that great torment does not preclude great art.

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

American Folk Art Museum, New York
 February 25 - May 18, 2003

Milwaukee Art Museum
 September 18 - December 12, 2004
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Northcutt:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation has been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The e-book The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-
Giant-Creation. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Wendy Ray:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation, you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Mary Infante:

The reason why? Because this The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Dixie Santiago:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation when you needed it?
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