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Across the Soviet Bloc, from the 1960s until the collapse of communism, the automobile exemplified the
tension between the ideological imperatives of political authorities and the aspirations of ordinary citizens.
For the latter, the automobile was the ticket to personal freedom and a piece of the imagined consumer
paradise of the West. For the authorities, the personal car was a private, mobile space that challenged the
most basic assumptions of the collectivity. The "socialist car"?and the car culture that built up around it?was
the result of an always unstable compromise between official ideology, available resources, and the desires
of an increasingly restless citizenry. In The Socialist Car, eleven scholars from Europe and North America
explore in vivid detail the interface between the motorcar and the state socialist countries of Eastern Europe,
including the USSR.

In addition to the metal, glass, upholstery, and plastic from which the Ladas, Dacias, Trabants, and other still
extant but aging models were fabricated, the socialist car embodied East Europeans' longings and
compromises, hopes and disappointments. The socialist car represented both aspirations of overcoming the
technological gap between the capitalist first and socialist second worlds and dreams of enhancing personal
mobility and status. Certain features of automobility?shortages and privileges, waiting lists and lack of
readily available credit, the inadequacy of streets and highways?prevailed across the Soviet Bloc. In this
collective history, the authors put aside both ridicule and nostalgia in the interest of trying to understand the
socialist car in its own context.

Contributors: Elke Beyer, Swiss Institute of Technology; Valentina Fava, Helsinki Collegium for
Advanced Studies and University of Helsinki; Luminita Gatejel, European University Institute, Florence;
Mariusz Jastrzab, Kozminski University; Corinna Kuhr-Korolev, University of Bochum; Brigitte Le
Normand, Indiana University Southeast; Esther Meier, University of the Federal Armed Forces, Hamburg;
Kurt Möser, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology; György Péteri, Norwegian University of Science and
Technology, Trondheim; Eli Rubin, Western Michigan University; Lewis H. Siegelbaum, Michigan State
University
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Allen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Socialist Car: Automobility in the Eastern Bloc. Try to make book
The Socialist Car: Automobility in the Eastern Bloc as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jason Ayers:

The actual book The Socialist Car: Automobility in the Eastern Bloc has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this article book.

Carlton Wood:

Exactly why? Because this The Socialist Car: Automobility in the Eastern Bloc is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Helen Christopher:

Beside this particular The Socialist Car: Automobility in the Eastern Bloc in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Socialist Car: Automobility in the Eastern Bloc because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it
from right now!
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