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The vision of Utopia obsessed the nineteenth-century mind, shaping art, literature, and especially town
planning. In City of Refuge, Michael Lewis takes readers across centuries and continents to show how
Utopian town planning produced a distinctive type of settlement characterized by its square plan, collective
ownership of properties, and communal dormitories. Some of these settlements were sanctuaries from
religious persecution, like those of the German Rappites, French Huguenots, and American Shakers, while
others were sanctuaries from the Industrial Revolution, like those imagined by Charles Fourier, Robert
Owen, and other Utopian visionaries.

Because of their differences in ideology and theology, these settlements have traditionally been viewed
separately, but Lewis shows how they are part of a continuous intellectual tradition that stretches from the
early Protestant Reformation into modern times. Through close readings of architectural plans and archival
documents, many previously unpublished, he shows the network of connections between these seemingly
disparate Utopian settlements—including even such well-known town plans as those of New Haven and
Philadelphia.

The most remarkable aspect of the city of refuge is the inventive way it fused its eclectic sources, ranging
from the encampments of the ancient Israelites as described in the Bible to the detailed social program of
Thomas More’s Utopia to modern thought about education, science, and technology. Delving into the
historical evolution and antecedents of Utopian towns and cities, City of Refuge alters notions of what a
Utopian community can and should be.
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From reader reviews:

Corrina Sutton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled City of Refuge: Separatists and Utopian Town Planning.
Try to stumble through book City of Refuge: Separatists and Utopian Town Planning as your buddy. It
means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Casey Larsen:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book City of Refuge: Separatists and
Utopian Town Planning. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Betty Johnston:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this City of Refuge: Separatists and
Utopian Town Planning book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michael Jones:

The actual book City of Refuge: Separatists and Utopian Town Planning will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book City of Refuge: Separatists and Utopian
Town Planning is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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