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In Brazil, the country with the largest population of African descent in the Americas, the idea of race
underwent a dramatic shift in the first half of the twentieth century. Brazilian authorities, who had considered
race a biological fact, began to view it as a cultural and environmental condition. Jerry Dávila explores the
significance of this transition by looking at the history of the Rio de Janeiro school system between 1917 and
1945. He demonstrates how, in the period between the world wars, the dramatic proliferation of social policy
initiatives in Brazil was subtly but powerfully shaped by beliefs that racially mixed and nonwhite Brazilians
could be symbolically, if not physically, whitened through changes in culture, habits, and health.
Providing a unique historical perspective on how racial attitudes move from elite discourse into people’s
lives, Diploma of Whiteness shows how public schools promoted the idea that whites were inherently fit and
those of African or mixed ancestry were necessarily in need of remedial attention. Analyzing primary
material—including school system records, teacher journals, photographs, private letters, and unpublished
documents—Dávila traces the emergence of racially coded hiring practices and student-tracking policies as
well as the development of a social and scientific philosophy of eugenics. He contends that the
implementation of the various policies intended to “improve” nonwhites institutionalized subtle barriers to
their equitable integration into Brazilian society.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Peters:

With other case, little folks like to read book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil,
1917–1945. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917–1945. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bonita Crist:

The experience that you get from Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917–1945 is a
more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in
Brazil, 1917–1945 giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Diploma of
Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917–1945 instantly.

Joyce Morgan:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social
Policy in Brazil, 1917–1945 is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Ezra Talbott:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917–1945. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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