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The body as an object of critical study dominates disciplines across the humanities to such an extent that a
new discipline has emerged: body criticism. In Getting Under the Skin, Bernadette Wegenstein traces
contemporary body discourse in philosophy and cultural studies to its roots in twentieth-century thought --
showing how psychoanalysis, phenomenology, cognitive science, and feminist theory contributed to a new
body concept -- and studies the millennial body in performance art, popular culture, new media arts, and
architecture.Wegenstein shows how the concept of bodily fragmentation has been in circulation since the
sixteenth century's investigation of anatomy. The history of the body-in-pieces, she argues, is a history of a
struggling relationship between two concepts of the body -- as fragmented and as holistic. Wegenstein shows
that by the twentieth century these two apparently contradictory movements were integrated; both
fragmentation and holism, she argues, are indispensable modes of imagining and configuring the body. The
history of the body, therefore, is a history of mediation; but it was not until the turn of the twenty-first
century and the digital revolution that the body was best able to show its mediality.After examining key
concepts in body criticism, Wegenstein looks at the body as "raw material" in twentieth-century performance
art, medical techniques for visualizing the human body, and strategies in popular culture for "getting under
the skin" with images of freely floating body parts. Her analysis of current trends in architecture and new
media art demonstrates the deep connection of body criticism to media criticism. In this approach to body
criticism, the body no longer stands in for something else -- the medium has become the body.
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From reader reviews:

Rene King:

The book Getting Under the Skin: Body and Media Theory (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Getting Under
the Skin: Body and Media Theory (MIT Press)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Getting Under the Skin: Body and Media Theory (MIT Press) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Robinson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Getting Under the Skin:
Body and Media Theory (MIT Press) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Patty Scheuerman:

The guide untitled Getting Under the Skin: Body and Media Theory (MIT Press) is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Getting Under the Skin: Body and Media
Theory (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Tara Payton:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their passion.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Getting
Under the Skin: Body and Media Theory (MIT Press) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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