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In a book full of playful irony and striking insights, the controversial social philosopher Gilles Lipovetsky
draws on the history of fashion to demonstrate that the modern cult of appearance and superficiality actually
serves the common good. Focusing on clothing, bodily deportment, sex roles, sexual practices, and political
rhetoric as forms of "fashion," Lipovetsky bounds across two thousand years of history, showing how the
evolution of fashion from an upper-class privilege into a vehicle of popular expression closely follows the
rise of democratic values. Whereas Tocqueville feared that mass culture would create passive citizens
incapable of political reasoning, Lipovetsky argues that today's mass-produced fashion offers many choices,
which in turn enable consumers to become complex individuals within a consolidated, democratically
educated society.

Superficiality fosters tolerance among different groups within a society, claims Lipovetsky. To analyze
fashion's role in smoothing over social conflict, he abandons class analysis in favor of an inquiry into the
symbolism of everyday life and the creation of ephemeral desire. Lipovetsky examines the malaise
experienced by people who, because they can fulfill so many desires, lose their sense of identity. His
conclusions raise disturbing questions about personal joy and anguish in modern democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

The book The Empire of Fashion can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Empire of Fashion? A few
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Empire of Fashion has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Lily Winstead:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Empire of Fashion,
you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a e-book.

Gina Keller:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Empire of Fashion can make you sense more interested to read.

Patricia Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Empire of
Fashion.
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