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THE POISONED TABLE portrays a passionate rivalry between fictional actress Isabel Graves and real-life
Shakespearian stage sensation Frances Anne "Fanny" Kemble. In this tale of ambition, romance, and
betrayal, Graves harbors early resentment, convinced that Kemble's family theatre connections assured
Fanny's selection for the lead role in Romeo and Juliet despite Isabel's superior beauty and talent. The novel
traces their unconnected adventures and acting careers in the Old and New Worlds, as well as their
introduction to the horrors of American slavery and to romance with one of the wealthiest men in America,
Pierce Butler, owner of Georgia cotton and rice plantations and master of more than 800 slaves. Kemble, an
ardent abolitionist, falls in love with Butler and marries him before she discovers his wealth derives soley
from slave labor. Though glad to be separated from plantation life at her husband's Philadelphia home,
Kemble agrees to accompany him on his annual visit to inspect his Georgia investments. Butler assures his
wife her apprehensions about slavery will be assuaged once she sees firsthand its humane daily operation.
Instead, she is sickened and chronicles her visit in Journal of a Residence on a Georgian Plantation in 1838-
1839. This account, published in England in 1863, is sometimes credited with dissuading Britain from aiding
the Confederacy. Within the novel is a play written by Graves' lover. Set on a slave plantation, the plot
portrays a dinner at the master's table and the poisonous conditions which produce its bounty, resulting in an
attempted murder. In the controversy following this play's opening night, Kemble and Graves are again at
odds, and their rivalry continues as they change places on the stage of theatre and of life.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Poisoned Table: A
Novel book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Billy Simpson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Poisoned
Table: A Novel is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Barbara Baker:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. The Poisoned Table: A Novel can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Marvin Boyer:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Poisoned Table: A Novel was colourful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Poisoned Table: A Novel has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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