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In this volume, Eugene P. Trani and David L. Wilson evaluate the presidency of Warren G. Harding by
surveying scholarship on the Harding years. Harding—generally considered one of the weakest American
presidents—was elected chief executive in 1920, during a time of uncertainty and frustration for many of the
American people. The authors assess the critics and defenders of Harding in light of the administration's
accomplishments and failures.

Both the strengths and weaknesses of the Harding administration came from the people President Harding
selected for high office. Charles G. Dawes accomplished much by implementing sound budgetary practices
in the federal government for the first time in history. Herbert Hoover became the dominant figure in the
Harding administration, using his influence to advance both domestic and foreign policies. And Charles
Evans Hughes proved to be an able, if conservative, secretary of state. Yet the accomplishments of these and
other capable men tended to be short-term in nature.

Trani and Wilson describe the widespread corruption and malfeasance in the Harding administration,
pointing out the Harding's erratic judgment of character caused many of his problems as president. His
personal habits—philandering, playing poker, and drinking liquor during national prohibition—tainted his
reputation and appeared to connect him to the activities of his associates. Tragically, Harding sought to avoid
controversy, even if it meant ignoring real problems or evading justice, and thus failed to provide moral
leadership for the nation.

Harding and his advisers demonstrated little understanding of the social and economic forces at work in the
country and abroad. In the early 1920s, the United States continued the transition from a rural society to an
urbanized and industrialized society. Rather than adjusting the government to meet the needs of all segments
of an industrialized society, Harding instituted "normalcy," an attempt to maintain the values of a rural
society rapidly disintegrating under the impact of social and economic change. The few real
accomplishments of the Harding administration were buried under scandal. and in the end, Harding must be
rated as an ineffective leader at a time when the nation would have been better served by a different, more
imaginative approach to government.
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From reader reviews:

James Shipp:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Presidency of Warren G. Harding
(American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Angel Jones:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)).

Jesse Harrison:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Presidency of Warren G.
Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Presidency of Warren G.
Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) become your current starter.

Florence Hall:

This The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) is fresh way
for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be



here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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