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Everyone is familiar with the words diva or prima donna, which have come to mean a (usually) outrageous
operatic soprano, but there was a time when the star of the show was more often a contralto, or a soprano
singing in today's mezzo-soprano range. This performer was referred to as an alto. In the 17th and 18th
centuries, the male and female leading roles were likely to be sung by emasculated males, the alto castrati,
although there were many great female altos during this period as well. The music for these fantastic artists,
written by such composers as Porpora, Vinci, Hasse, and even Handel, has been largely forgotten. At the
beginning of the 19th century, as the castrati died out, their roles were often assumed by female altos
referred to as musici. New repertoire continued to be written for them by Rossini and others, but gradually,
this musical tradition and technique was lost. Now, however, because of the talent and industry of such
gifted artists as Marilyn Horne, Cecilia Bartoli, and Joyce DiDonato, and the sudden ease with which the
performance of these forgotten works can be obtained, there is a resurgence of interest in the performance
and preservation of this lost art.

Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto examines the careers of nearly 320 great alto singers, including the great
castrati, from the dawn of opera in 1597 to the present. The music of the composers who wrote for the alto
voice is discussed along with musical examples and suggestions for listening. The exploration of the greatest
altos’ careers and techniques offers inspiration for aspiring young singers as well as absorbing reading for
the music lover who wants to know more about the fascinating world of opera.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin White:

The experience that you get from Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto is a more deep you looking the information
that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto instantly.

Jessica Keith:

The guide with title Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto posesses a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Susan Demar:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is definitely Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto.

Martina Lassiter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto why because the amazing cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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