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Cosmological ideas influenced every aspect of traditional Chinese culture, from science and medicine to art,
philosophy, and religion. Although other premodern societies developed similar conceptions, in no other
major civilization were such ideas so pervasive or powerful. In The Development and Decline of Chinese
Cosmology, John Henderson traces the evolution of Chinese thought on cosmic order from the classical era
to the nineteenth century. Unlike many standard studies of premodern cosmologies, this book analyzes the
origins, development, and rejection of these models, not just their structure. Moreover, while historians often
limit their studies of cosmic order to specialized fields like the history of science, Henderson examines how
the cosmological ideas formulated in late classical times permeated various facets of Chinese life, from high
philosophy to popular culture. In discussing these ideas, the author draws surprising parallels between the
history of Chinese and classical Western cosmologies, identifying general patterns in the development of
cosmological conceptions in several premodern civilizations. This volume thus appeals not only to students
of Chinese intellectual history, but anyone interested in cultural anthropology, ancient and medieval
philosophy, and the history of science and medicine as well. An understanding of the development and
decline of Chinese cosmology illuminates broad areas of traditional Chinese culture and it provides a new
perspective for viewing the history of Chinese thought in a larger comparative context. John B. Henderson
earned his Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley. He is Professor in the Department of History at
Louisiana State University. Professor Henderson's previously published works include Scripture, Canon, and
Commentary: A Comparison of Confucian and Western Exegesis and Notions of Time in Chinese Historical
Thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Rick Braden:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology ended
up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Development
and Decline of Chinese Cosmology. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

David McCabe:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Development and Decline of
Chinese Cosmology is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Casey Timmons:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
previous to. The The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology giving you another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Deidra Hird:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Development and Decline of Chinese
Cosmology to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the book The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology can to be your
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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