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Value chain–based approaches offer tremendous scope for market-based improvements in production,
productivity, rural economy diversification, and household incomes, but are often covered by literature that
is too conceptual or heavily focused on analysis. This has created a gap in the information available to
planners, practitioners, and value chain participants. Furthermore, few references are available on how these
approaches can be applied specifically to developing agriculture in Africa.

'Building Competitiveness in Africa’s Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications'
describes practical implementation approaches and illustrates them with scores of real African agribusiness
case studies. Using these examples, the 'Guide' presents a range of concepts, analytical tools, and
methodologies centered on the value chain that can be used to design, implement, and evaluate agricultural
and agribusiness development initiatives. It stresses principles of market focus, collaboration, information
sharing, and innovation.

The 'Guide' begins by examining core concepts and issues related to value chains. A brief literature review
then focuses on five topics of particular relevance to African agricultural value chains. These topics address
challenges faced by value chain participants and practitioners that resonate through the many cases described
in the book.

The core of the book presents methodological tools and approaches that blend important value chain
concepts with the topics and with sound business principles. The tools and case studies have been selected
for their usefulness in supporting market-driven, private-sector initiatives to improve value chains. The
'Guide' offers 13 implementation approaches, presented within the implementation cycle of a value chain
program, followed by descriptions of actual cases. Roughly 60 percent of the examples are from Africa,
while the rest come from Europe, Latin America, and Asia.

The 'Guide' offers useful guidance to businesspeople, policy makers, representatives of farmer or trade
organizations, and others who are engaged in agro-enterprise and agribusiness development. These readers
will learn how to use value chain approaches in ways that can contribute to sound operational decisions,
improved market linkage, and better results for enterprise and industry development.
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From reader reviews:

Gretchen Clark:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Building
Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture
and Rural Development Series) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Gerald Velasco:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain
Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Concepcion Shaw:

The book untitled Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and
Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take
you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Josephine Weeks:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A
Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose



very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially.
It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Building
Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture
and Rural Development Series) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of the time.
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