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Even though the Eastern Orthodox Church is widely recognized as having a deep and profound theological
understanding of the world as God’s creation, practice of this theology has been elusive. To address this
dilemma this text provides guidance on the spiritual and physical steps that are necessary for Orthodox
Christians to apply their theology to ecological issues. This book includes a special foreword by His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew who introduces the challenge of greening the Church. In his
commentary, he sees that the application of this book’s themes can lead to the creation of “green parishes”
and even “green priests” throughout the world. Throughout the book the principles and practices underlying
the transformation and transfiguration of creation are emphasized. The result is a simple yet comprehensive
“hands-on” approach to a Christian caring for the earth. This is accomplished by providing an organic
sequence of themes that engage the development of ecological consciousness within the Church. The book
unfolds in the following manner. First, Greening the Orthodox Parish provides theological foundations for
ecological action. This includes the writings of the Orthodox patriarchs as they translate theology into a call
for Christian action on ecology; the Scriptural passages which lead to care for the earth; and the writings of
the saints which provide historical perspective on ecology as a perennial imperative for the Church. Second,
upon these foundations – the Scriptures, the saints, and the voice of the Church, a series of issues are
examined through Orthodox theology and modern science. This leads to spiritual direction on how to extend
the teachings of the Church into issues such as global warming, toxic chemicals, forests, consumerism, etc.,
so that healing direction results for parishioners, the surrounding culture, and through these, the environment.
Third, a process for developing parish groups is identified so that any parish may address environmental
issues. The task is not only the greening of parish action, but a greening of attitudes. For this task principles
are provided including a check list for pastors to ensure that the parish is using suitable methods for energy
and conservation. Guidelines are also available for parishioner attitudes so that they may develop ecological
consciousness that is at once obedience to God, fidelity to the Church, and an engagement with the issues
that assault the life of the parish. Fourth, a further orientation to Orthodox ecological awareness is cultivated
through the inclusion of a study course that uses key writings by Orthodox hierarchs and theologians. The
task of greening the parish requires study and application. This course launches a journey of learning and
growing in ecological awareness that becomes an extension of the life of the parish into the life of the world.
Throughout the book a special emphasis exists on the ecological witness of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. Not only is this book dedicated to His All-Holiness, but it relies on his writings for a stream of
quotations. These citations indicate that this greening theme is not some modern innovation creeping into
Orthodox thought. Rather, it is an extension of timeless theological principles to the serious issues facing our
world. Creation care is akin to new wine drawn from old wineskins; it is a continuation of the gospel
message that allows an addressing of the problems facing the modern world. Jesus Christ taught us the need
to do the will of God “on earth as it is in heaven.” This Handbook is only a contemporary pathway for the
application of the timeless Orthodox faith to the issues of the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Greening the Orthodox Parish: A
Handbook for Christian Ecological Practice book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Margherita Pettit:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Greening the Orthodox Parish: A Handbook for Christian
Ecological Practice can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Robert Bell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Greening the Orthodox Parish: A
Handbook for Christian Ecological Practice that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Greening the Orthodox Parish: A Handbook
for Christian Ecological Practice become your personal starter.

Gregory Sims:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Greening the Orthodox Parish: A Handbook for Christian Ecological
Practice provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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