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In the immediate aftermath of the creation of Bangladesh in 1971, an armed struggle ensued in its remote
south-eastern corner. The hill people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, more commonly referred to as paharis,
demanded official recognition, and autonomy, as the indigenous people of the Tracts. This demand for
autonomy was primarily based on the claim that they were ethnically distinct from the majority ‘Bengali’
population of Bangladesh, and thereby needed to protect their unique identity.

This book challenges the general perception within existing scholarship that indigenous claims coming from
the Tracts are a recent and contemporary phenomenon, which emerged with the founding of the Bangladesh
state. By analysing the processes of colonisation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the author argues that
identities of distinct ethnicity and tradition predate the creation of Bangladesh, and first began to evolve
under British patronage. It is asserted that claims to indigeneity must be understood as an outcome of
prolonged and complex processes of interaction between hill peoples – largely the Hill Tracts elites – and the
Raj.

Using hitherto unexplored archival sources, Indigenous Identity in South Asia sheds new light on how the
concepts of ‘territory’, and of a ‘people indigenous to it’ came to be forged and politicised. By showing a far
deeper historical lineage of claims making in the Tracts, it adds a new dimension to existing studies on
Bangladesh’s borders and its history. The book will also be a key resource for scholars of South Asian
history and politics, colonial history and those studying indigenous identity.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making
Claims in the Colonial Chittagong Hill Tracts (Routledge Advances in South Asian Studies) will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Ricardo Kiernan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making Claims in the
Colonial Chittagong Hill Tracts (Routledge Advances in South Asian Studies) as the daily resource
information.

Seth Sutherland:

The guide with title Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making Claims in the Colonial Chittagong Hill Tracts
(Routledge Advances in South Asian Studies) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Laurie Cales:

The book untitled Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making Claims in the Colonial Chittagong Hill Tracts
(Routledge Advances in South Asian Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your
ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the
new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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