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"Why would anyone want to be a Baptist? What are the best reasons for remaining Baptist? Does the name
Baptist hurt more than it helps? This book is an attempt to address those questions by examining certain
distinguishing marks of Baptist identity with particular attention to past approaches and current confusions. It
explores classic Baptist approaches to polity, Scripture, conversion, and mission as they have impacted a
Baptist witness in the church and the public square."

?excerpted from chapter one

The largest Protestant denomination in the United States is in the midst of a serious identity crisis; many
Baptists are revisiting or turning away from the tradition, leaving others to become increasingly uncertain
that the denomination can remain viable. Here, however, noted Baptist historian Bill Leonard wades through
the murky waters of the Baptist past and explores the historic commitments of this unique people?all in an
effort to shed light on its contemporary dilemmas and evaluate the prospects for a Baptist future. While
encouraging members of the faith to thoroughly and fairly evaluate their heritage?and its many blunders
along the way?Leonard ultimately argues that the Baptists' contentious "audacious witness" shown
throughout its history still has a worthy role to play in the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Challenge of Being Baptist: Owning a Scandalous Past and an
Uncertain Future. Try to face the book The Challenge of Being Baptist: Owning a Scandalous Past and an
Uncertain Future as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Francisco London:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Challenge of Being Baptist:
Owning a Scandalous Past and an Uncertain Future will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or appropriate book with you?

Alberta Keyes:

Often the book The Challenge of Being Baptist: Owning a Scandalous Past and an Uncertain Future has a lot
of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Shelley Gavin:

The Challenge of Being Baptist: Owning a Scandalous Past and an Uncertain Future can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Challenge of Being Baptist: Owning a Scandalous Past and an Uncertain Future but doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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