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What are the halcyon days? On what date do the dog days begin? What is Hansel Monday? How do Chinese,
Muslim, Mesoamerican, Jewish, and Babylonian calendars differ from Christian calendars? The answers to
these and hundreds of other intriguing questions about the way humans have marked and measured time over
the millennia can be found in The Oxford Companion to the Year.
The desire to set aside certain periods of time to mark their significance is a transhistorical, transcultural
phenomena. Virtually all cultures have marked special days or periods: the feast day of a saint, the
celebration of a historical event, the turning of a season, a period of fasting, the birthday of an important
historical figure. Around these days a rich body of traditions, beliefs, and superstitions have grown up, many
of them only half-remembered today. Now, for the first time, Bonnie Blackburn and Leofranc Holford-
Strevens combine this body of knowledge with a wide-ranging survey of calendars across cultures in an
authoritative and engaging one-volume reference work. The first section of The Oxford Companion to the
Year is a day-by-day survey of the calendar year, revealing the history, literature, legend, and lore associated
with each season, month, and day. The second part provides a broader study of time-reckoning: historical
and modern calendars, religious and civil, are explained, with handy tables for the conversion of dates
between various systems and a helpful index to facilitate speedy reference.
The Oxford Companion to the Year is a unique and uniquely delightful reference source, an indispensable aid
for all historians and antiquarians, and a rich mine of information and inspiration for browsers.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Oxford Companion to the Year: An Exploration of Calendar Customs
and Time-Reckoning book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer of The Oxford Companion to the Year: An Exploration of Calendar Customs
and Time-Reckoning content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Oxford Companion to the Year: An Exploration of Calendar Customs and Time-Reckoning is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Jasmine Myers:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Oxford Companion to the Year: An Exploration of Calendar Customs and Time-
Reckoning, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Nathan Barnes:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Oxford
Companion to the Year: An Exploration of Calendar Customs and Time-Reckoning which is getting the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Andy Breaux:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Oxford Companion to the Year: An Exploration of Calendar Customs
and Time-Reckoning was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big



selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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