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Performances of Greek epics customarily began with a hymn to a god or goddess--as Hesiod's Theogony and
Works and Days do. A collection of thirty-three such poems has come down to us from antiquity under the
title "Hymns of Homer." This new Loeb Classical Library volume contains, in addition to the Hymns,
fragments of five comic poems that were connected with Homer's name in or just after the Classical period
(but are not today believed to be by the author of the Iliad and the Odyssey). Here too is a collection of
ancient accounts of the poet's life.

The Hymns range widely in length: two are over 500 lines long; several run only a half dozen lines. Among
the longest are the hymn To Demeter, which tells the foundational story of the Eleusinian Mysteries; and To
Hermes, distinctive in being amusing. The comic poems gathered as Homeric Apocrypha include Margites,
the Battle of Frogs and Mice, and, for the first time in English, a fragment of a perhaps earlier poem of the
same type called Battle of the Weasel and the Mice. The edition of Lives of Homer contains The Contest of
Homer and Hesiod and nine other biographical accounts, translated into English for the first time.

Martin West's faithful and pleasing translations are fully annotated; his freshly edited texts offer new
solutions to a number of textual puzzles.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Bennett:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Homeric
Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496).

Rita Hackett:

The particular book Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No.
496) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Lisa Knight:

Beside this kind of Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496)
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha.
Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!

Latricia Wynkoop:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library
No. 496) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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