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In this innovative theoretical book, Elizabeth Kier uses a cultural approach to take issue with the
conventional wisdom that military organizations inherently prefer offensive doctrines. Kier argues instead
that a military's culture affects its choices between offensive and defensive military doctrines. Drawing on
organizational theory, she demonstrates that military organizations differ in their worldview and the proper
conduct of their mission. It is this organizational culture that shapes how the military responds to constraints,
such as terms of conscription set by civilian policymakers.

In richly detailed case studies, Kier examines doctrinal developments in France and Great Britain during the
interwar period. She tests her cultural argument against the two most powerful alternative explanations and
illustrates that neither the functional needs of military organizations nor the structural demands of the
international system can explain doctrinal choice. She also reveals as a myth the argument that the lessons of
World War I explain the defensive doctrines in World War II. Imagining War addresses two important
debates. It tackles a central debate in security studies: the origins of military doctrine. And by showing the
power of a cultural approach, it offers an alternative to the prevailing rationalist explanations of international
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that Imagining War to read.

Lucy Fletcher:

This Imagining War tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason
why of this Imagining War can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Imagining War giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Alice Smith:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top list in your reading list is definitely Imagining War. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.

Lane James:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Imagining War when you needed it?
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