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At once the most lucrative, popular, and culturally oppositional musical force in the United States, hip hop
demands the kind of interpretation Imani Perry provides here: criticism engaged with this vibrant musical
form on its own terms. A scholar and a fan, Perry considers the art, politics, and culture of hip hop through
an analysis of song lyrics, the words of the prophets of the hood. Recognizing prevailing characterizations of
hip hop as a transnational musical form, Perry advances a powerful argument that hip hop is first and
foremost black American music. At the same time, she contends that many studies have shortchanged the
aesthetic value of rap by attributing its form and content primarily to socioeconomic factors. Her innovative
analysis revels in the artistry of hip hop, revealing it as an art of innovation, not deprivation.

Perry offers detailed readings of the lyrics of many hip hop artists, including Ice Cube, Public Enemy, De La
Soul, krs-One, OutKast, Sean “Puffy” Combs, Tupac Shakur, Lil’ Kim, Biggie Smalls, Nas, Method Man,
and Lauryn Hill. She focuses on the cultural foundations of the music and on the form and narrative features
of the songs—the call and response, the reliance on the break, the use of metaphor, and the recurring figures
of the trickster and the outlaw. Perry also provides complex considerations of hip hop’s association with
crime, violence, and misogyny. She shows that while its message may be disconcerting, rap often expresses
brilliant insights about existence in a society mired in difficult racial and gender politics. Hip hop, she
suggests, airs a much wider, more troubling range of black experience than was projected during the civil
rights era. It provides a unique public space where the sacred and the profane impulses within African
American culture unite.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Black:

The book Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Prophets
of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything
if you like start and read a guide Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

William Perrotta:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip
Hop, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Myrtle Brown:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Joshua Molina:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop can make you sense more
interested to read.
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