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"There are few places where the game [of politics] is played with more intensity than in Chicago,” notes
Steve Neal, who has covered that city's politics since 1979.

The longtime political columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times, Neal covered Jane M. Byrne's election in 1979
asthe city's first woman mayor and Harold Washington's 1983 triumph as Chicago's first African American

mayor. Even people who are not interested in politics are drawn to Neal's column because of his hard-hitting
style and lucid insights. Rolling on the River is the first published collection of his work.

In these pages, you'll meet the state legislator who never met a special interest he did not like, an alderman
groveling to a mob boss, and the prosecutor who gained notoriety as a publicity hound. Of ajunketing
congressman, Neal writes: "Instead of sending out a congressional newsletter, [he] ought to be sending his
constituents 'Wish you were here' postcards of sandy beaches."

Neal's beat is politics, but hisinterests are rich and varied. He a so writes about sports, music, literature, and
film with a point of view that is fresh and original. Neal shows how Muhammad Ali became the heavyweight
champion who transcended sports and how Sid Luckman changed football. He writes of Kenny
Washington's importance in breaking professional football's color barrier and Steve Prefontaine's courage in
taking on the little gray men of the sports establishment. Neal chronicles Paul Robeson's struggles: "His
name became a great whisper. . . . Theinjustices against Paul Robeson have not been righted.”

Nobel laureate Saul Bellow tells Neal that comedy is the bright hope of American fiction because it istoo
difficult for writersin this country to grasp the worst of the human condition. Neal tellswhy Frank Sinatra
called Chicago his kind of town and also shows how the city inspires the poetry of Gwendolyn Brooks.

Neal, aformer White House correspondent, shares his perspective as one of the few reportersto have
interviewed Ronald Reagan in four different decades. He recalls spending an evening with Richard M.
Nixon, defends Harry Truman's most controversial decision, and writes from Ireland of John F. Kennedy's
enduring legacy in the nation of his ancestors. Neal portrays William Jefferson Clinton as the "world's oldest
teenager."

With vivid imagery, Neal makes his subjects come alive. Mayor Richard M. Daley is likened to Forrest
Gump, and the legendary boxing announcer Ben Bentley is hailed as the last of the Damon Runyon
characters.

Tough but fair. Illuminating. Compassionate. That's the best of Steve Neal.
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From reader reviews:
Teresa Graham:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They arereally
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Rolling on the River: The Best of Steve Neal.

Katherine Shadrick:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Rolling on the River: The Best of Steve Neal. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Rolling on the River: The Best of Steve Neal. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world with abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, you can open abook aswell as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it
when you feel fed up to go to thelibrary. Let's read.

L uann Bowen:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the ideafor all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Rolling on the River: The Best of Steve
Neal. All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other
social media

L owell Decoteau:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Rolling on the River: The Best of Steve Neal this publication consist alot
of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here iswhy this book appropriate all of you.
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